An extensive health questionnaire as used by the School of Dentistry at the University of Penn--sylvania is given; it consists of 64 questions, including question 61 'Do you wish you always had someone at your side to advise you ?' The value of the replies to these questions is somewhat vitiated by the instruction at the beginning: 'When the patient does not know the answer to the question, he should guess. ' A special colour atlas of 40 selected conditions is given to be used in conjunction with a diagnostic index immediately following it. While this may commend itself to the busy practitioner for quick reference, the suggestion of 'potted' diagnosis would, I am certain, not commend itself to those who deal with the teaching of students. The chapter on oral cancer is good, and the references throughout are excellent.
Toxicity of Arsenic Compounds by W D Buchanan BSC MB chB DPH pp viii + 155 illustrated 25s
Amsterdam, &c.: Elsevier 1962 The chemical, physical and biological properties of arsenic compounds are briefly discussed from the point of view of their importance as industrial hazards. The mode of action of dimercaprol as a therapeutic agent is lucidly described.
As a cause of industrial poisoning arsenic has assumed a decreasing importance in this country. Between 1900 and 1918, 159 cases were reported but only 45 between 1940 and 1959. The author rightly gives in some detail an account of the situations in which poisoning by arsine may, often quite unexpectedly, occur. Not only is poisoning by arsine refractory to treatment by dimercaprol but such cases now comprise over half the total cases of industrial poisoning by arsenic. The carcinogenic action of arsenic is discussed at some length and the unsatisfactory nature of the evidence is emphasized.
Despite the publicity it receives as a homicide weapon and in recent years as a cause of death in cattle, arsenic has not proved to be a subject round which to compose a very exciting monograph; it will, however, doubtless be useful to those practising industrial medicine. The eighth volume of this series will be welcomed in many virus laboratories. Like the previous volumes this one consists of a number of review articles covering many diverse aspects of recent research.
For those interested in the fundamentals of virus-host relationships, there are two articles on bacteriophage by E Kellenberger and H R Mahler & D Fraser. Yet another article on the effects of viruses in tissue culture (by H G Pereira) is justified by concentrating on the developments of recent years. The two technical articles on electron microscopy by R C Valentine and plaque assay by R D Cooper will be frequently referred to by laboratory workers.
The medical virologist is well catered for in this volume and will, in particular, find the article on the pathogenesis of virus diseases by F B Bang & C N Luttrell most stimulating. The article by T F McNair Scott on enteric virus infections provides an excellent up-to-date account of the illnesses produced by these common ubiquitous viruses. This article could profitably be read by physicians.
A review article devoted entirely to mumps virus is unusual and is particularly welcome, for this agentquite unjustifiablysomehow contrives to appear the dullest of the human pathogens. This article by K Cantell deals only with the properties of the virus and deliberately avoids mentioning the interesting clinical syndromes which it produces. While the ground-plan explains the incomplete cover of the gynecological operative repertoire, there are, nevertheless, several inconsistencies. Thus the Fothergill procedure reduplicates and, in Britain anyhow, tends to replace simple anterior colporrhaphy with cervical amputation. One wonders what technique Professor Tapfer uses for primary cystocele with minimal or no vault descent, often associated with stress incontinence. Here, his method of bladder plication is probably less applicable. The way that posterior colpoperineorrhaphy is dealt with is certainly controversial, but in the final resort disappointing.
Whether or not one incorporates into this the Alexander-Adams or an interposition procedure, omission of all reference to enterocele and its repair deserves criticism.
Since this work aims to be technical over a limited range, the reader would prefer guidance on the technique of pelvic lymphadenectomy in Wertheim's operation, to an adverse dissertation on its merit excusing its omission. Again, a clear directive on skin-incision, and the amount to excise at radical vulvectomy is more in place than a compromise-method dictated by age and
